
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Travel Resources:  Guidebooks 
 
While travel guides are far from obsolete, the web is indispensable for researching travel destinations, 
making flight arrangements, etc.  In addition to these guidebooks, we also strongly recommend visiting 
the websites of your preferred travel guide publishers as well as other travel-focused sites.  Keep in mind 
that many of these are commercial sites, and selling products is one of their goals, so some information 
may not be available for free.  Many sites now offer downloadable updates to the print versions of 
guidebooks and most offer travel and destination-specific information through their websites.  Lastly, don’t 
forget to regularly access our links to travel-related websites at www.hiusa.org.   
 
HI-USA staff, volunteers and members, veteran budget travelers all, recommended the following travel 
guides.  Many recommend browsing at your local library to save money, or to narrow your selection 
before you buy.  Their comments and recommendations are listed below. 
 
Lonely Planet guides—hands down, this series was the most popular and many also raved about their 
website (www.lonelyplanet.com).  These guides lead you to places that are interesting, not just 
mainstream, and they accommodate all kinds of budgets.  They also have the most relevant information 
for those who are interested in exploring the culture, not just dining in hotels.  
 
Let's Go guides—Let’s Go guides are particularly useful for first time travelers and those new to a city or 
region.  These travel books tell where the hostels are and how to get to them exactly from any train 
station or bus stop or airport you may arrive from….  The restaurant guide and maps and everything else 
are so comprehensive.  www.letsgo.com 
 
Moon Guides—These guides are compact and easy to use.  They publish a series of city guides too.  
www.moon.com   
 
Rough Guides—These are especially useful when traveling on a budget, as they are full of information on 
getting around, restaurants, history, literature, language, etc.  They also have music guides, food guides, 
city guides, etc.…geared towards a younger crowd.   They are really great for people who like to walk.  
Travelers also recommended the Rough Guides maps and web site.  www.roughguides.com 
 
Culture Shock series—These are recommended especially for travelers who might be staying in one 
place for a longer amount of time. 
 
Frommer’s and Fodor’s lean more towards hotels than hostels, but Frommer’s is easy to use and has an 
e-newsletter and budget travel magazine (www.frommers.com); Fodor’s is also readily available online at 
www.fodors.com. 
 
The Trails series is awesome and very accurate, written for hikers and outdoor enthusiasts. 
 
The Eyewitness Travel books caught many travelers’ eyes because of great graphics—photos, maps, 
drawings and diagrams, etc. www.dk.com  
 
Rick Steves’ guides are great with itineraries.  These guides give a LOT of really good background on 
history and culture.  www.ricksteves.com has good tips section.   
 
Insight Guides—visually-oriented guides; great photos and illustrations plus content on culture. 
www.insightguides.com  
 
Rogue Guides—good when planning a trip because of the range and variety of information. 
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