
 

 

 

 

Tips on Finding Inexpensive Accommodations 
 
During the peak travel season (June-August in Europe) expect intense competition for 
overnight lodging.  Here are some ways to cope: 
 

 Try to arrive in your destination city early in the day to begin searching for the 
night's accommodations. Take advantage of the tourist information office at the 
airport, train or bus station, where you can most likely find a list of budget 
accommodations in the area.  Consider using a room-finding service for a nominal 
fee.  During peak travel season, the extra cost may save you extra trouble.  You 
may also want to store your backpack at the train (or bus) station for the day and 
retrieve it after you find lodging.  

 

 While reservations aren’t necessarily required, they are encouraged.  Call the 
hostels in the city you’ll be traveling to and ask if reservations are required for the 
times you’ll be there.  Consider making a reservation at least for your first night 
in a new country or city so you don’t have to scramble while fighting jet lag and 
getting your bearings. 

 

 Travel guidebooks list accommodations, but don’t forget that thousands of other 
travelers use the same guidebooks.  If you arrive at your destination only to find a 
"no vacancy" sign, don’t panic. Instead, ask the manager for help, or look around 
the neighborhood yourself.  You will find that budget accommodations are often 
clustered together in the same area. 

 

 Don’t forget to get the current edition of the Hostelling International Guide before 
you leave home. Volume I lists European hostels and Volume II covers other parts 
of the world. With over 4,000 HI hostels worldwide, these volumes list more hostels 
than most guidebooks do. 

 

 If you know your itinerary and are a member of Hostelling International, you can 
make hostel reservations at many hostels online.  The HI website for online 
reservations is www.hihostels.com.  Be aware that some hostels charge a 
cancellation fee if you cancel within 24 or 48 hours of your arrival date. 

 

 In a pinch, don’t hesitate to use trains as a rolling hostel, especially if you have a 
rail pass. With a Eurail pass you can get on and off the train whenever you want.  
Instead of booking a room, catch a train to a city that is several hours away, settle 
back, and get some sleep.  Buses and planes can also provide you with time for 
sleep. 

 

 Although no strategy will absolutely guarantee success, thoughtful planning and a 
degree of flexibility will help maximize your chances of finding affordable lodging. 

http://www.hihostels.com/

